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On February 13, 1966, 1 t a lked  wi th  D r .  V ic to r  A. Mckusiik about  the  
f u t u r e  of t he  Shor t  Course Medical Genet ics  r e l a t i v e  to  ou r  own mounting 
f e e l i n g  t h a t  fie Jackson Laboratory shoulci be o f f e r i n g  t r a i n i n g  that might 
a p t l y  be called a Shor t  Course Mdlmrnalian a n e t i c s .  V i c t o r  and I 4 6 -  
cussed many a l t e r n a t i v e s  and a r r i v e d  a t  t h i s  t e n t a t i v e  proposa l  of how w e  
might p roceed . 

1. Continue t o  oftrr t he  Short  Course & Medical Genet ics ,  bu t  In 
a l t e r n a t e  (even-numbered) yeare .  Th i s  courtse is t o  cont inue  t o  be u i r e c t e d  
a t  p r o f e s s o r s  of meslicins and of meuical g e n e t i c s  and is t o  draw heav i ly  on 
human material but  wi th  Borne emphasis upon mouse material approximately 
i n  the propor t ions  of t h e  past. The announcement, r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  recru i tment  
of kacul t y  , organ iza t ion  an3  sequence of c o n t e n t ,  bus iness  management and 
l o g i s t i c s  arrangements  are t o  be accoraplisheu e s s e n t i a l l y  as i n  t h e  p a s t .  

2. l n t rouuce  a Shor t  Course i n  Mammalian Genet ics  to  be given i n  
a l t e r n a t e  (ow-numbered) yeark.  Th l s  course  is t o  be d i r e c t e u  a t  r e sea rch  
workers ana profe6eor6 ,  a l l  having advanced iiegreee (Yh.D., M.1). , L).V.M. 1, 
c h i e f l y  i n t e r e s t e a  i n  mouse biology. I t  is t o  emphasize the  r i c h  p a r a l l e l s  
between t h e  h e r a a i t a r y  trait6 of the  mouse and of man. 
woula, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  c o n s i s t  of a f u l l  expo6 i t lon  of t h e  b io logy  of anemias 
of mice followecl by a d i s c u s s i o n ,  by someone competent t o  do 60, of the 
a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h i s  knowleuge t o  human anemias. The course  6hOUlu a160 
con ta in  some material about how t o  UIQ) o r  prepare  t o  use mice i n  research .  
The 6tatf woula be l a r g e l y  from The Jackson Laboratory and Johns Hopkins 
roundeo o u t  by gues t6  where appropr i e t e .  The announcements, r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  
etc.,  koulci be handled by the Laboratory.  

A t y p i c a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  

Both cour ses  woulo be given i n  Bar Harbor, .,sually du r ing  the  f i r s t  
two weeks of August. "he Meaical Genet ics  Course might be f inanced  as i t  
has  been. The Wamalian Genet ics  course  probably should be f inanced  by a 
c l i f f e ren t  means. 1 be l i eve  funds  from our  CKS gran t  can be used f o r  t h i s  
purpose. 

Victor po in ted  o u t  a probable  shortcoming, wi th  which 1 am i n c l i n e d  
t o  a g r e e ,  o€ t r y i n g  t o  merge the Matunalian Genet ics  Course wi th  o u r  p r e s e n t  
series of l e c t u r e s  for c o l l e g e  s tuden t s .  He h a s  founa i t  very u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  
t o  t r y  t o  commingle p redoc to ra l  an4 p o s t d o c t o r a l  people.  The a i f f e r e n c e s  
i n  age and exper ience  are a g a i n s t  success .  i'he sepa ra t ion  does ,  however, 
mean that we may have t o  launch the  Mammalian Genet ics  Course wi thout  any 
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s o l i d  evidence about  i t s  appea l .  I th ink  t h e r e  w i l l  be enough i n t e r e s t  t o  
j u s t i f y  going ahead and t r y i n g  i t  for a t  least one year .  The response t o  
our  f i r s t  announcement w i l l  g ive  us t he  f i r s t  good evidence of whether i t  
i s  the  r i g h t  t h ing  o r  not .  

I sugges t  t h a t  you call a meet ing of t h e  key s t a f f  members who are 
the most likely p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  d i s c u s s  the i d e a s  wi th  them, and d r a f t  a 
modified p l an  to p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  Aarninis t ra t ive s t a f f .  Th i s  should be 
done i n  t i m e  t o  enable  u s  t o  empower John F u l l e r  t o  d i s c u s s  the  p lan  I n  
f u l l  de ta i l  w i th  Vic to r  McKusick when they meet late i n  Apr i l .  

UC: ef 

cc:  D r .  V ic to r  A. McKusick 
D r .  John L. F u l l e r  


